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stood. In the case of those to whom life in England is
known only through books, it cannot be expected that
they should take in all the beauty of this wonderful
idyll; yet Indian students- will find much in their own
folk-lore ard festivals of a similar origin that will help
them to understand what Perdita's feast means to such
as from their boyhood have known the sweet charm
of English country-side landscape, brightened by the
simple revels of its peasantry. However deeply the
noble character and undeserved suffering of Hermione
may be felt,-the first thought that comes into an
Englishman's*- mind when The Winter's Tale is mentioned,
is the thought of Perdita among her flowers and her
friends. This it is that gives Its beauty to the play.
Elsewhere we are moved to more intense pity, to
profounder thought, to stronger impulses of various
sympathy; but, in beauty, Cymbeline alone of all Shake-
speare's marvellous creatures seems to me to take rank
above The Winter's Tak